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EDP and computer systems have become an integrated and indispensable tool in 
modern business operations - including ours. 

A.P. Mølleris requirements are mainly covered by Mærsk Data - a separate 
organisation which also sells its services to the Yard, affil l iated companies and 
companies outside the A.P. Moller Group. 

Mærsk Data has expanded in step with demand - both internal and external. Its 
staff is expert in the field, efficiently serving the requirements of the A.P. Moller 
Group as well as, it is to be hoped, the requirements of other customers. We spend 
many millions of Kroner every year on EDP, so it is vital that we get the right 
product delivered in the right way, at the right price. Obviously, it is not a simple 
task to fulfil  these requirements. There are almost no limits to what modern com-
puter technology can deliver, and if the user is not careful, he is provided with far 
more than he needs or is able to exploit. 

Mærsk Data has its headquarters in Denmark, but a large part of its functions is 
carried out on computers in the Uni ted States because it is uneconomical to spread 
some of the tasks. Needless to say, the appropriate "back up" is in place. 

Among the major users of Mærsk Data is the Maersk Line organisation, which is 
responsible for the extensive container traffic. Around the clock, every single day, 
both in Copenhagen and in the offices abroad, detailed information on the contents 
and whereabouts of each individual container must be available and easy to 
retrieve. 

Another major customer is the Shipyard, which needs round-the-clock service 
providing complicated calculations as well as production and process control. The 
major i ty of the Yard's calculations are carried out on the premises on special 
computers run by Mærsk Data. 

Maersk Oil and Gas is also a major user of EDP, but has its own special computer 
set-up. 

On the vessels, Maersk Data's Loadstar system is used to estimate stability and 
factors affecting the hull. And administrative systems have been introduced, by 
which tasks which previosly had to be done manually are now handled by 
computers. Mærsk Data consequently makes an important contribution to ensuring 
that the vessels also have the most efficient EDP equipment and systems. 

Mærsk Data in its continuous move into new markets has entered into partnership 
with Teledanmark in the joint venture TEMANET, which will  sell data communi-
cation lines and connected services between Denmark and abroad. Most recently 
agreement has been concluded with Datacentralen under the names Dan Computer 
Management, which will  carry out computer operations for other companies, and 
Dan Software International which will  be in charge of systems exports f rom 
Denmark. It is extremely encouraging to observe such initiative. 

EDP facilities are indispensable for us, but the more widespread they become, the 
greater the risk of our losing the ability to use the human computer - the brain -
and consequently the ability of the individual to do his own calculations and make 
his own critical assessments. So, the message to everyone is - remember to use your 
own computer, do not let it stagnate. Use it even though it may be tempting to 
abandon it in favour of a computer calculation or a pocket calculator. A pocket 
calculator is, after all, just another kind of computer. 
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