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Front Page 
T h e first of the n e w t y p e C d r y - c a r g o 

vessels a p p r o a c h i n g t h e U.S .A . o n her 

m a i d e n voyage . 

Page 23 
Busy days at the K o c k u m sh ipyard 

in M a l m ö ; m.s. " C E C I L I E M Æ R S K " 

is g iven the f in ish ing touch be fore 

del ivery. 

Page 5 
New Ships 
O n M a r c h 2 0 t h a n o t h e r tanker of t h e 

1 0 0 , 0 0 0 t d w . class for t h e M Æ R S K f lee t 

w a s n a m e d at Lindø. T h e n e w b u i l d i n g , 

w h i c h is No. 2 3 of th is yard, w a s s p o n -

sored by Mrs . N e l e Sørensen , chief ed i to r 

a n d w i f e of the Dan ish Minister of t h e 

Interior, M r . Poul Sørensen . T h e ship w a s 

n a m e d " E L I S A B E T H M Æ R S K " . 

T h e ma in particulars are : 

L e n g t h o.a 8 8 0 ' 0 8 " 

Breadth 1 2 7 ' 0 9 " 

D r a u g h t 4 6 ' 0 3 " 

D e a d w e i g h t abt . 1 0 0 , 6 0 0 t o n s 

Readers are referred to p a g e 1 5 for p h o t o s 

of t h e special physical t r a i n i n g - r o o m w i t h 

w h i c h the ship is e q u i p p e d . 

Deliveries 
A n o t h e r t w o d r y - c a r g o vessels, t y p e C, 

h a v e been taken over b y the M Æ R S K 

f leet . O n e is the " C H A R L O T T E M Æ R S K " , 

de l ivered by K o c k u m s o n February 1 2 t h ; 

the other is " C H R I S T I A N M Æ R S K " , 

t a k e n over f r o m B e r g e n on Apri l 3 rd . 

Further detai ls of t h e s e ships w e r e g i v e n 

in t h e Oc tober 6 7 a n d J a n u a r y 6 8 issues 

of M Æ R S K P O S T . 

Pages 4 to 9 
From Weathercock to "Blue Peter" 
O n the occas ion of t h e first centenary of 

t h e first Dan ish ed i t ion of T h e In te rna t ion -

al B o o k of Signals M Æ R S K P O S T has 

asked C a p t a i n Kaj Lund to tell our readers 

about th e var ious phases of t h e d e v e l o p -

ment , a n d of the di f ferent w a y s in w h i c h 

f lags h a v e been used at sea, such as 

ident i f icat ion, c o m m u n i c a t i o n , de te rmina t -

ion of w i n d direct ion, and decora t ion . 

T h e d r a w i n g o n top of p a g e 4 is o n e of 

the very first examples of an il lustration 

of a ship f ly ing a f lag resembl ing the 

" D a n n e b r o g " . It dates back to t h e beg in -

ning of t h e 1 3 0 0 ' s a n d is still t o be seen 

on th e nor thern door of the St. J ø r g e n s -

bjerg Kirke of Roski lde. T h e v a n e b e l o w , 

w h i c h dates back to v ik ing days, w a s 

f o u n d at Kä l lunge on G o t h l a n d . 

As m a n y readers wi l l k n o w , the red and 

w h i t e cross- f lag is reported to have been 

used as th e f lag of the D a n e s since 1 2 1 9 

w h e n it fell f r o m the sky dur ing the bat t le 

of Lyndanisse, but not till 1 4 2 4 do w e 

meet t h e first ev idence of a Danish f lag 

having existed. This part icular f lag w a s 

taken f r o m a Danish ship in t h e batt le of 

the S o u n d b e t w e e n D a n e s a n d the H a n s e -

atic f leet . It w a s p laced in a church in 

Lübeck w h e r e it w a s des t royed in an air 

a t tack in 1 9 4 2 . From 1 4 2 7 t h e D a n n e b r o g 

has b e e n used as ident i f icat ion for Dan ish 

ships, as it is t o d a y . T h e pa in t ing w h i c h 

is seen o n p a g e 5 s h o w s a so -ca l l ed c h é -

beck of M a l t a f ly ing a M a l t e s e f lag w h i c h 

is very s imi lar to t h e D a n n e b r o g . Th is 

special f lag occas ioned a decree f r o m 

the D a n i s h k ing in 1 7 5 8 , order ing Dan ish 

ships in T h e M e d i t e r r a n e a n to provide 

their D a n i s h f lags w i t h t h e royal initials 

so as t o avo id mistakes. 

W h e r e a s t h e use of f lags for ident i f icat ion 

may t h u s be t raced back a b o u t 1 0 0 0 

years, t h e pract ice of c o m m u n i c a t i n g 

t h r o u g h f lags is only a b o u t 3 0 0 years o ld . 

T h e first s ignal tha t w a s internat ional ly 

unders tood w a s the f lag a - w a f t . Th is signal 

w a s used by a ship in distress or by a 

skipper w h o w a n t e d any k ind of assist-

ance , for instance a pilot. In order to put 

a f lag a - w a f t o n e migh t tu rn it ups ide-

d o w n or f ly it at half mast or in s o m e 

other irregular w a y . A m u c h used m e t h o d 

w a s to use a nat ional f l ag w i t h a str ing 

t ied r o u n d the midd le . 

T h e next phase in t h e d e v e l o p m e n t of 

messages w a s to use a c o d e of f igures. 

In several countr ies s u c h systems based 

on f igures w e r e d e v e l o p e d , but there w a s 

little internat ional c o - o p e r a t i o n , and not 

till 1 8 5 5 w a s a c o m m i s s i o n set up w h i c h 

dur ing 2 years w o r k e d o u t "The C o m m e r c -

ial C o d e of Signals for the Use of all 

Nat ions" . T h e code w a s revised a c o u p l e 

of t imes, and in 1 8 6 5 an internat ional 

mar i t ime signal sys tem w a s avai lable 

w h i c h c o u l d be a c c e p t e d by most sea -

far ing countr ies. 

T h e i l lustration on p a g e 6 s h o w s a D a -

nish ship f ly ing a n u m b e r f l a g for ident i -

f icat ion. 

N a v a l ships somet imes put up a t i n y 

nat ional f lag in the b o w , a so -ca l l ed 

" jack", as a signal. F r o m the p h o t o o n 

page 8 appears that th is habi t is s o m e -

t imes imi ta ted by m e r c h a n t ships, in this 

part icular case by t h e A r g e n t i n e c a d e t -

ship " L I B E R T A D " . Th is is not a s ignal , 

h o w e v e r , only pure decora t ion . 

T h e f lag m e n t i o n e d in t h e headl ine , " B l u e 

Peter" , is the signal for t h e letter P, w h i c h 

signif ies that a ship w i l l leave the s a m e 

day. O ther signif icant a n d very f r e q u e n t 

s ignal f lags are the red f lag for B (see 

page 7 ) w h i c h tells tha t t h e ship is load ing 

or d ischarg ing d a n g e r o u s cargo, and t h e 

y e l l o w f lag for Q ( q u a r a n t i n e ) w h i c h is 

put u p as a sign that t h e ship is n o n -

c o n t a g i o u s . 

A t w o - l e t t e r signal is p i c k e d at r a n d o m , 

n a m e l y T E (see p a g e 7 ) w h i c h is used 

very o f ten and m e a n s " G o s low w h e n 

y o u pass m e l " . It is used by tugs a n d 

e x c a v a t i n g craft in harbour areas. 

T h e p h o t o on page 9 s h o w s an e x a m p l e 

of t h e f lags that may be f l o w n by a ship 

on her m a i d e n v o y a g e . In this case t h e 

" C E C I L I E M Æ R S K " is a p p r o c a c h i n g t h e 

U .S .A . , a n d o n her f o r e m a s t she is f l y ing 

t h e Stars and Stripes. Th is indicates her 



dest ina t ion a n d is a sign of cour tesy . T h e 

o ther f lags are t h e D a n n e b r o g , th e pen-

nant w i t h the ship 's n a m e , a n d th e pen-

nant of the M Æ R S K S h i p p i n g C o m p a n i e s . 

Pages 10 and 11 
The Roskilde Shrimp 
In an earlier issue of M Æ R S K P O S T 

a p p e a r e d an art icle n a m e d "Cross ing the 

Line". It w a s w r i t t e n by M r . H e n n i n g 

H e n n i n g s e n Ph. D. , of t h e Kronborg 

M a r i t i m e M u s e u m . T h e article on these 

t w o pages is w r i t t e n by Mrs . M o n a Larsen, 

w i f e of 2 n d eng ineer O le Larsen, w h o 

j o i n e d her h u s b a n d on m.s. " J O H A N N E S 

M Æ R S K " for f ive months , a n d w h o is 

n o w able to s u p p l e m e n t Mr . H e n n i n g s e n ' s 

article w i t h a practical e x a m p l e . 

A c c o r d i n g to the rules all c r e w members 

of a ship w h o have not a l ready been 

bapt i zed must undergo this ceremonia l 

w h e n t h e y cross the equator for th e first 

t i m e . As m a y be seen f r o m this article, 

th is rule also appl ies to " a c c o m p a n y i n g 

w i v e s " , unless, of course, t h e y are able to 

s h o w up their cert i f icates of bapt ism, s ign-

ed by N e p t u n e , f r o m an earlier passage. 

W h e n t he " J O H A N N E S M Æ R S K " crossed 

t h e l ine for t h e th i rd t ime o n a r o u n d - t h e -

w o r l d v o y a g e , no less t h a n 3 5 n e w -

c o m e r s w e r e w e l c o m e d to t h e realm of 

N e p t u n e in the t radi t ional w a y . T h e t w o 

p h o t o s on p a g e 11 s h o w certa in details 

of t h e ceremonia l . T h e t o p p h o t o s h o w s 

h o w the freshers are p laced o n a bench 

to enab le t h e "doctor" t o m a k e a careful 

e x a m i n a t i o n b o t h of th e interior and the 

exterior , w h i l e t w o p o l i c e m e n are respon-

sible for k e e p i n g the pat ient in the right 

posi t ion. T o the left of th is g r o u p is the 

"b ishop" , w h o is w a i t i n g t o per form his 

dut ies, and to the left aga in of th e bishop 

is the bapt ismal basin w h i c h serves not 

on ly to t e r m i n a t e the chr is ten ing rite but 

also to "pur i fy" t h e poor souls in a more 

concre te w a y . T h e other p h o t o s h o w s that 

t h e latter f u n c t i o n is not t h e least impor -

tan t . O n th is p h o t o th e barber is seen at 

w o r k ; the lather he uses is not th e ordi-

nary o n e but consists of b r o w n soap 

w h i c h is stirred to a th ick porr idge by 

m e a n s of var ious ingredients. Y o u need 

not be w o r r i e d by th e e n o r m o u s cut -

throat he is carry ing, it is m a d e of w o o d . 

T h e names t h a t are g iven t o th e n e w -

c o m e r s are usual ly c o n n e c t e d w i t h mari-

t i m e ideas a n d creatures, a n d th e head-

l ine a n d "s ignature" of this art ic le reveals 

the n a m e w i t h w h i c h th e a u t h o r may n o w 

vary her e v e r y d a y d e n o m i n a t i o n . 

Pages 12 and 13 
Photo Contest 
First prize in this round w a s a w a r d e d to 

M r . F l e m m i n g S k o u b o , radio off icer of 

m.s. " L A U R A M Æ R S K " . T h e prize of 2 0 0 

kroner wi l l be t ransferred. 

Second Prize 
For th e first t i m e dur ing the ent i re c o m -

pet i t ion o n e of our retired co l l eagues has 

s u b m i t t e d p h o t o g r a p h s . T h e prize w i n n e r , 

fo rmer d e p u t y m a n a g e r of the O d e n s e 

Stee l Shipyard , M r . D . T o m - P e t e r s e n , has 

sent us a t r i c k - p h o t o w h i c h by m e a n s of 

d o u b l e exposure , w i t h a couple of m o n t h s 

b e t w e e n , s h o w s f l o w e r s on the o t h e r w i s e 

lifeless w i n t e r - b u s h e s and trees. T h e re-

w a r d of 1 0 0 kroner wi l l be sent by mail . 

O n c e again M Æ R S K P O S T has been 

asked w h e t h e r co lour diaposit ives as w e l l 

as colour negat ives m a y be inc luded in 

t h e compet i t ion t o g e t h e r w i t h or w i t h o u t 

a cor respond ing paper print. T h e a n s w e r 

is tha t both dias a n d negat ives c a n be 

r e p r o d u c e d in t h e magaz ine , but in the 

latter case w e s h o u l d like to h a v e bo th 

t h e original nega t ive a n d the paper print 

for t h e judges t o look at. 

Page 14 
The Ship Is Loaded wi th Toys 
O n e of the art icles w h i c h have cont r i -

b u t e d strongly t o stabi l ize the J a p a n e s e 

e c o n o m i c ba lance is toys. T o g ive readers 

a smal l impression of the quant i t ies c o n -

cerned , M r . Chr ist ian Nielsen of K o n g e n s 

Ny torv , former ly M Æ R S K L INE , T o k y o , 

states that in for ins tance 1 9 6 5 a to ta l of 

1 3 8 , 0 0 0 tons of t o y s w e r e sh ipped to t h e 

East Coast of N o r t h Amer ica , w h i l e at t h e 

s a m e t ime 1 1 0 , 0 0 0 tons w e n t to t h e 

Paci f ic Coast. A cons iderab le part of these 

t o y s w e r e l ifted by M Æ R S K L I N E . D u r i n g 

t h e 5 - y e a r per iod f r o m 1 9 5 6 to 61 the t o y 

expor ts c o r r e s p o n d e d to the a m o u n t of 

2 9 0 mil l ion dollars. 

In recent years J a p a n e s e toys have d e v e -

l o p e d f rom rather c h e a p and m e d i o c r e 

qua l i t y to h ighly m e c h a n i z e d and in m a n y 

cases rather c o m p l i c a t e d products , the 

major i ty of w h i c h are f i t ted w i t h batter ies. 

T h e t o y industry of J a p a n w h i c h is part ly 

a h o m e industry, is concent ra ted in the 

T o k y o - Y o k o h a m a a n d K o b e - O s a k a areas. 

T h e factories are not very large; t h e y have 

a da i ly p roduc t ion of for instance 1 5 tons , 

b u t on the other h a n d the n u m b e r of 

factor ies is very large. M a n y of the toys 

p r o d u c e d in J a p a n t o d a y or ig inate in 

o ther countr ies. Impor ters visi t ing for 

ins tance the U . S . A . have b o u g h t o n e or 

t w o samples , taken t h e m to J a p a n a n d m a d e 

imi tat ions at a l o w price. O n t h e other 

h a n d it h a p p e n s f requent ly that t h e J a -

panese improve t h e master c o p y t h e y 

impor ted . M o s t of t h e cargo f r o m J a p a n 

t o th e U .S .A . is s h i p p e d f .o.b. w i t h the 

customers being responsible for p a y m e n t 

of f re ight . T o avo id pay ing h igh rates to 

t h e sh ipp ing c o m p a n i e s , m a n y of the 

cus tomers s o m e t i m e a g o tried t o uti l ize 

t h e compara t ive ly l o w rates for toys by d e -

scr ib ing certain c o m m o d i t i e s in an unusua l 

w a y so as to m a k e t h e m look like toys. 

For instance the rate for books , t e l e p h o n e 

no tebooks , mirrors and m a n y o ther ar-

t ic les is fairly h igh, but if these art icles 

are g i ven a co lour fu l and unusua l a p p e a r -

a n c e t h e y migh t be d is t r ibuted as toys. 

Sets of Brushes, c o m b s and mirrors g lued 

o n a co loured cardboard b o t t o m a n d 

t e r m e d "Kiddies Dress Set" have in m a n y 

cases been s h i p p e d as toys t h o u g h the 

rate for each single article shou ld have 

been higher. A n e n d has n o w b e e n put 

t o all these tricks, and very de ta i led lists 

have been m a d e out so that if a c u s t o m e r 

shou ld t h i n k out a n e w kind of toy , for 

w h i c h the rate m igh t be doubt fu l , a sample 

must be sent in to the c o n f e r e n c e w h o 

t h e n dec ide w h e t h e r to te rm it t o y or not. 

Th is may take s o m e t ime and g ives s o m e 

t roub le to shippers and customers , but 

it is the on ly w a y in w h i c h to m a k e sure 

tha t the correct rates are appl ied. 

Page 15 
Arms Up - Arms Down 
T h e t w o n e w M Æ R S K tankers, " E V E L Y N 

M Æ R S K " a n d " E L I S A B E T H M Æ R S K " , 

have both b e e n f i t ted w i t h a physical 

t r a i n i n g - r o o m w h e r e the p h o t o s o n this 

page w e r e taken . In the top p ic ture C a p -

ta in E. Lyck of t.t. " E V E L Y N M Æ R S K " is 

instruct ing o n e of the c r e w - m e m b e r s h o w 

to opera te t h e r o w i n g - m a c h i n e ; a n d on 

t h e next p h o t o t h e skipper is pu t t ing the 

w e i g h t . In th is part icular case t h e t w o 

balls, o n e for w o m e n and o n e for m e n , 

are c o a t e d w i t h rubber so that no special 

mats are n e e d e d o n the f loor. 

U n d e r n e a t h is an e rgomet re b icycle , 

w h i c h is co l lapsib le and m a y be f ixed 

against the b u l k h e a d w h e n not in use. 

T h e rather u n o r t h o d o x g y m suit ( e s p e -

cial ly the h e l m e t ) is d u e to the fac t tha t 

t h e photos w e r e t a k e n w h i l e the ship w a s 

still in the f i t t i n g - o u t basin of L indø. 

Pages 16 and 17 
Spotlight 
From the mar i t ime l iterature w e all k n o w 

tha t the rats a b a n d o n a ship just be fore it 

is g o i n g d o w n . N o b o d y , h o w e v e r , has 

to ld us h o w a n d w h e n t h e y board the 

ship. These p h o t o s s h o w that o n e m e t h o d 

of get t ing a b o a r d is suspected to be the 

hawsers, w h i c h , therefore , are p rov ided 

w i t h ratguards. T h e very original a n d ef f i -

c ient guards of " A R T H U R M Æ R S K " w e r e 

m a d e and p h o t o g r a p h e d by the p u m p m a n , 

Christer Eklund, w h o tells us t h a t t h e y 

s e e m e d to h a v e had a certain e f fec t bo th 

o n t h e rats a n d , not least, o n " l a n d l u b -

bers o n their S u n d a y p r o m e n a d e w h o got 

busy w i t h their cameras." 

Welcome 
A t the b o t t o m of page 1 6 is a p h o t o t aken 

o n b o a r d m.s. " C E C I L I E M Æ R S K " w h e n , 

o n N o v e m b e r 2 2 n d 1 9 6 7 , a recept ion w a s 

a r ranged at Y o k o h a m a dur ing t h e ship 's 

m a i d e n v o y a g e . Cap ta in M . Hasse lba lch 



R y g e is receiv ing gifts f r o m Miss Y o k o -

h a m a a n d the port capta in of Y o k o h a m a . 

C r o w n i n g 
From M r . Erik N y b o Nie lsen and his w i fe , 

at present s ta t ioned at Khorramshahr , 

M Æ R S K P O S T has received this co lour 

p h o t o g r a p h of the c o a c h w i t h the I ranian 

S h a h a n d Empress. It w a s taken en route 

for the c r o w n i n g c e r e m o n y on O c t o b e r 

2 6 t h 1 9 6 7 , and Mr . a n d Mrs . N ie lsen w e r e 

lucky e n o u g h to o c c u p y reserved seats 

o n o n e of the f ront b e n c h e s w h i c h enab led 

t h e m t o se every th ing a n d to take some 

g o o d snapshots. 

Trucks of the Sea 

T h e dr i l l ing-p la t form " M Æ R S K E X P L O -

R E R " receives suppl ies of var ious k inds 

f r o m th e Danish U n d e r g r o u n d Consor t ium 

base at Esbjerg. T h e suppl ies are taken to 

th e p la t form by t w o vessels, t h e " M Æ R S K 

F E E D E R " and the " M Æ R S K S U P P L I E R " . 

W i t h their e n g i n e r o o m and w h e e l house 

p laced in f ront these ships bear a certain 

resemblance to t rucks on land. 

Pages 18 to 20 
The Ship's Brownie 

T h e b r o w n i e or Puck o r g o b l i n tha t former-

ly " b e l o n g e d " to every ship (sai l ing ship 

that is) might be a benevo len t , shaggy 

gob l in , w h o migh t even be helpful (car-

rying out certain jobs secret ly) a n d w h o 

m i g h t w a r n aga inst dangers th rea ten ing 

the ship. T h e i l lustration on p a g e 1 8 s h o w s 

h im in this shape. H e is seen rol l ing some 

e m p t y barrels a b o u t to tease the c r e w 

m a y b e because t h e y have depr ived h i m 

of a favour i te dish or past ime or the like. 

O n the w h o l e rather a nu isance but rather 

harmless, too. 

H e might take qui te a d i f ferent shape as 

o n page 2 0 w h e n he represented fate and 

g a v e f o r e b o d i n g s of i m m i n e n t danger or 

even sh ipwreck . H e seems to have 

d isappeared gradual ly w i t h the in t roduct -

ion of s teamships ; and hardly any c r e w 

m e m b e r s of m o d e r n diesel or turb ine 

ships can boast that t h e y have c o m e 

across o n e of these grey, little men. 

H e is reputed to have been visible on ly to 

people born on a S u n d a y . If a n y d o b y else 

s a w him, it w a s an o m e n that s torm or 

ca tast rophe w a s a p p r o a c h i n g . 

J H SCHULTZ A/S 
KØBENHAVN 




